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Criminal Law Room 114 
Professor  Jenny Carroll MW  11:10-12:50
Spring 2009  
 
 
Casebook: George E. Dix and M. Michael Sharlot, CRIMINAL LAW (6TH

 ED.) 
 
TWEN: This course has a TWEN website, on which additional materials and 

discussion questions will be posted. Be sure that you are registered for and 
able to access the TWEN site. 

 
Office Hours:  Tuesday 1:00-2:30 p.m; by appointment 

Room 419  /  556-4361  /  jenny.carroll@uc.edu 
 
Participation:   Prompt class attendance is mandatory.  If you need to be excused from class 

or from being called on in class, you must contact me in writing (either via 
type written, signed note or email) in advance of class, circumstances 
permitting, or after class, explaining your need to be excused.  Handwritten 
notes may compromise anonymity in exam grading, and therefore will not be 
accepted.  Unexcused absence from class, tardiness or lack of participation 
may result in grade reduction. 

 
Grades: Grades will be based on a final examination.  Class participation will also 

raise or lower grades as appropriate. 
 
 

SYLLABUS  
 
The page numbers listed below are for the Casebook. Unless otherwise indicated, read all of the 
assigned pages, which may include not only the designated case, but also Notes & Questions, 
articles or other materials after the case or introductory material before the case as well as 
information contained in the supplement to the textbook.  
 
Please note that various assignments will have supplemental reading outside of that contained in 
the case book. Such reading will be posted on the TWEN website or distributed in class. 
 

I. Introduction:  
 

a. Constitutional Issues Regarding Criminalization and Punishment, pgs. 60-61 
i. Proportionality, pgs. 61- 85 

ii. Precision in Definition, pgs. 85-102 
iii. Need for a Culpable Mental State, pgs. 102-111 
iv. Proof of Guilt to the Jury, pgs. 111-129 

b. Analyzing Criminal Liability, pgs. 130-134 
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II. The Act 
a. General Requirement of an “Act”, pgs. 159-175 
b. The Need for the Act to be Voluntary, pgs. 175-182 
c. Liability for Failure to Act, pgs. 182-191 
d. Defining the Act Required for Particular Crimes, pgs. 191-203 
e. Act Required by Property Offenses, pgs. 203-248 
f. Act Required for Aggravated Property Offenses, pgs. 248-272 
g. Act Required for Offenses Directed at the Habitation: Burglary and Arson, pgs. 

272-294 
h. Act Required by Offense Directed at Personal Security:  Assault, pgs. 294-298 
i. Act Required for Kidnapping, pgs. 298-306 
 

 
********For the first class meeting, please read all of the material listed in  “I. 

Introduction” pgs. 60-134 ********* 


