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TO THE

HONORABLE JOSEPH STORY,

ONE OF THE ASSOCIATE JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT
OF THE UNITED STATES.

My DEAR SIR:

In expressing to you my sincere acknowledgments for
your permission to inscribe this work to you, I have afforded to
me the opportunity to record my full sense of your high judicial
character; of your deep and universal learning in the law; of the
great value of your decisions on the important questions of consti-
tutional and statute law which have come before the Supreme
Court during your long and honorable presence in that tribunal, in
the maintenance of those constitutional principles on which, only,
our government can permanently rest; and of your arduous and
successful labors to elevate and diffuse the science of jurisprudence
in our country.

In other relations to you, I ask leave to declare my grateful
feelings for your kind and affectionate friendship, and for the
esteem with which you have always been pleased to regard me.

This work is indebted to you for its existence. It has been
prepared according to a plan suggested by you; and in your
approbation of the manner in which it has been edited by me,
there is a perfect assurance that it will receive the sanction and
support of all. This is a proud and complete title to the claims
of the work to public patronage.

I have the honor to be,
My dear Sir,
Very respectfully and faithfully,
Your obedient servant,
RICHARD PETERS.

PriLaperLemiA, January, 1845,






ADVERTISEMENT.

Tae Publishers would call the attention of all those who have occasion to
consult the laws of the United States to the following characteristics of this edition,
which justify them in unhesitatingly recommending it as worthy of the public ap-
probation, in addition to high testimonials in the accompanying letters as to its
merits.

1. It has the sanction of Congtess, and is issued under their auspices. It is
to be the edition supplied to the officers of government, and an interest in the
copyright is reserved to the United States.

2. Tt will contain oll the laws, and yet will be put at a less price than
those editions which contain only a portion of those laws. The purchaser will
be sure that he can find every law which he may have occasion to refer to.

3. It is enriched with copious notes of the decisions of the courts
of the United States on the several statutes, and with references to other
statutes.

4. It will be the only edition in which the laws are chaptered as is di-
rected by the joint resolution of Congress of March 8, 1845, except the session
acts, which are too expensive to be within the reach of but very few persons.

5. It can be relied upon for accuracy. It is printed with great care,
from authorized editions of the laws, and then is subjected to a careful revision
by the records at the seat of government. The value given to it, by so great
care to secure its entire authenticity, will be at once perceived by all professional
persons. ‘The Publishers would refer those whose pursuits have not given them
occasion to appreciate the importance of the entire accuracy of the text, to the
letters of the Hon. Rurys Cuoare, and of the Hon. Rosenrr C. WinrsROP,
which are printed herewith.

6. The superiority of the paper on which it is printed, and of its typo-
graphical execution, over all other editions, will be seen and appreciated at once

by every one.
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LETTERS

ADDRESSED TO THE PUBLISHERS.

Letter from the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, of Massachusetts.

st Bostow, 25 November, 1845.
“ GENTLEMEN :

“I take pleasure in putting on paper, agreeably to your request, the
favorable opinions I have already expressed, in relation to your mew edition of the
Laws of the United States,

“ The mere fact, that your edition has been freshly and carefully compared with
the originals in the Department of State, would seem a sufficient commendation of
it to all who appreciate the importance of an accurate text to the just understanding
of the statutes, This comparison, I learn, has not been instituted in the preparation
of previous editions of the laws, (except that of Bioren and Duane,) and has resulted,
in the present instance, in the discovery and correction of numerous errors.

“But your edition promises to be as comprehensive and complete as it is
accurate. It embraces all the laws which have been enacted since the foundation of
our government, Private as well as Public, District as well as National, the obsolete
and repealed as well as those now in force. It includes, also, all our Treaties with
foreign governments and with the Indian tribes. And you have furnished it, still
further, with copious references to the Decisions of the Federal Courts, and with
an ample and elaborate Index. There would thus seem nothing left to be desired
for the completeness of our National Code.

¢ I say nothing of the typographical execution of the volumes, or of the moder-
ate price at which you propose to supply them. These matters will speak for them-
selves, and will combine with the other considerations which I have suggested in
securing for your work the patronage it deserves. It will afford additional satisfaction
to purchasers, to know that you intend to publish an annual supplement, containing the
laws which may be passed by Congress from year to year, and conforming in all
respects to the body of the work.

“ Wishing you all success in your undertaking,

“] am,
“ Very respectfully,
« Your obedient servant,
“ ROBERT C. WINTHROP.

« Messrs. LiTTLE AND BrOWN,”



LETTERS TO THE PUBLISHERS. vii

Letter from the Hon. Rufus Choate, of Massachusetts.

¢ Bosrtox, 1 December, 1845.
« (FENTLEMEN :

“I have examined, with some attention, the first three volumes of
your new edition of the Laws and Treaties of the United States. Judging from so
ample a specimen of the whole work, I can have no doubt that it will be at once,
and universally, and permanently, approved by the profession of law, and the country,
and answer all the expectations which induced Congress to encourage and adopt it
in advance. Completed as it is begun, it will contain the entire series of General
and Private Laws and Resolves, obsolete or in force, chronologically arranged ;
all Treaties with foreign nations or Indian tribes, in the same arrangement; the
Articles of Confederation and the Constitution; references, in proper places, to the
decisions of all the Federal Courts applicable to any law, resolve, or treaty; and
references, also, in proper places, to other laws, resolves, or treaties, upon the same
subjects with those in the text. The whole succession of laws is most conveniently
distributed into statutes and chapters, with a running title at the head of each page,
expressing the session of Congress, and the date and chapter of each law or resolve
which is contained on the page, with a full alphabetical verbal general Index of
matters, and a separate Index to each volume.

«It adds, I think, greatly to the value of this edition, that you have caused every
law, resolve, and treaty, to be carefully collated with the originals in the Department
of State. It is thus rendered, in the most absolute sense, a standard and authori-
tative work ; and, published as it is under the sanction of Congress, and in obedience
to a general professional and public demand, it cannot fail to supersede all other

editions.
“Jam

« Your obedient servant,
« RUFUS CHOATE.

¢ Messrs. Lirrie anp Brown.”






PREFACE

THE edition of the Statutes of the United States now presented to the public
comprehends all the Public Acts passed since the organization of the govern-
ment, preceded by the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confedera-
tion, and the Constitution of the United States; in one volume, the Private Acts;
and in one volume, the Treaties of the United States with Foreign Nations and
with the Indian tribes, which compose the whole diplomatic collection.

Copious notes of the Decisions of the courts of the United States, which
construe, comment upon, or apply to the law, treaty, or text, and upon the
subjects of the laws, which have come under the consideration of the courts, are
placed under the acts.

On the margin, or at the foot of the page containing each law, there is a
reference to the acts passed before or after the law on the same matter. The
repeal of every law, and its having become obsolete, are alsonoted. In Notes,
the whole legislation on many of the subjects of the laws is fully referred to.

The laws are divided so as to comprehend the acts of every session of Con-
gress as a separate statute, designated as the First, Second, or Third statute;
with a running title at the head of each page expressing the session of Congress
and the date of each chapter or resolve, contained in the page; and each law
forms a separate chapter.

It will be seen that the acts are inserted in chronological order, but the
numbers of the chapters are not consecutive. It was the purpose of the editor to
adopt a different arrangement of the chapters, but the Attorney-General of the
United States has decided that the “Joint Resolution” imposes the manner of
chaptering which has been pursued. The numbers of the chapters of the Private
Acts, are those of the omitted chapters in the volumes of the public laws.

Every volume contains a separate alphabetical index of the matters in the
volume, in which particular reference is given to the subject of every act; and at
the end of the last volume of the Public Luaws there is an Index of all the mat-
ters in the volumes of the Public Laws. The volume of Private Laws-contains
an index to their contents; and to the volume containing the Treaties a full and
particular index is given, in such a form as that an easy reference is obtained to

every provision in every treaty.
Vor. I.—(2) ix



X PREFACE.

A complete list of all the acts, resolves, and treaties, in every volume, is
given, chronologically arranged, with a brief and general description of the sub-
ject of every act.

Tables of the laws chronologically arranged, relating to the Judiciary, Im-
posts and Tonnage, the Public Lands, &c., are prefixed to the last volume of
the Public Laws. By these tables the whole legislation on the subjects of those
laws may be readily referred to. The facilities thus afforded for such reference
will give to this work the advantages of separate selections of the laws upon
these matters.

This work is stereotyped. Every effort has been made to make this
edition a correct transcript of the laws as they are recorded at Washington.
By a contract with the government of the United States, the plates from which
the work is printed belong to the government, to the extent set forth in the Joint
Resolution of March 3, 1845; thus securing to the United States the use of the
plates, to the end of time; so that eall future editions of the statutes and treaties
may be printed in the same manner. The work will thus become, for all pur-
poses, the Permanent NaTioNaL Eprtion oF THe Laws or tHE Unrrep States;
and all future statutes and treaties may be printed in the same form, and become
consecutive volumes of the NATIONAL CODE.

The plan of this work has been submitted to distinguished judicial and pro-
fessional gentlemen in the United States; their advice sought, and followed in
maturing and perfecting the designs of the publication, and their opinions solicited
on the usefulness and value of the work, and on the necessity for its completion,
The letters, in reply to communications from the editor, give assurances of its
favourable reception by the public.

It is earnestly hoped that this work will be found acceptable to all whose
official situations and professional duties oblige them to administer and consult the
laws of the United States. The Government of the United States having sanc-
tioned by its liberal patronage this publication, it is confidently believed, that a
full and complete knowledge of the statutes and treaties of the United States,
and of the decisions of the courts of the United States, construing the laws, and
the subjects to which they relate—the administration of public justice—and
public and private convenience, will be extensively promoted, and permanently
secured by this work.



EXTRACTS

FROM

LETTERS ADDRESSED TO THE EDITOR.

Letter from Mr. Justice Story, of the Supreme Court of the Uniled States.

# WASHINGTON, January 29, 1844.

“Dear Sir: T wrote you a considerable tire ago my views as to the plan upon which an
edition of the Laws of the United States, to be worthy of the nation, should be executed. I
have since read your printed programme; and I perceive that you have adopted in it all the
suggestions which I ventured to make, If an edition such as you propose should be published,
it would, in my judgment, supersede all others, and be of great permanent benefit, not only to
the profession, but to Congress and to the whole country, Indeed, I cannot but consider it as
of such vital importance as to be, in a just sense, of urgent necessity. The editions now in
use and circulation are, either from defect of plan or execution, or the constant accumulation
of new laws, inadequate to the public wants.

+ 1 earnestly hope that Congress may by its patronage enable the enterprising booksellers,
with the aid of your known abilities, to accomplish this most desirable undertaking, and thus
present our statutes at large in a form which shall be worthy of our national character.”

Extracts from letlers from My, Chicf Justice Taney, dated January 21 and 24, 1844,

«The publication of the Laws of the United States upon the plan proposed is certainly very
desirable, and will be of great public value. Can you afford to undertake it without the
patronage of the General Government? Upon that subject you can judge better than I can.
The publication you propose seems to me to be peculiarly entitled to the support of Congress.
At all events, however, I hope you will find encouragement enough to induce you to go on
with your plan.”

% As you will have seen from my former letter, I had hardly any thing to offer, more than to
express my conviction of the value and importance of the work, and my confidence in any plan
proposed by Judge Story, whose long experience in matters of that kind has given him the best
opportunities of forming a correct judgment.”

Lelter from the Hon. Judge McKinley, Supreme Court.

« WasHINGTON, January 17, 1844,
«DEear 81r: The edition of the Statute Laws of the United States which you propose to pub-
lish will, in my opinion, be very useful to the profession and to the country generally ; and the
plan you have adopted will enable the reader to ascertain, with very litile labour, what the
statute law is, although there may be several statutes on the same subject passed at different
and distant periods of time, Such a work is greatly needed at present, and I hope, sir, your
success will be sach as the enterprise deserves.”

Letter from Chancellor Kent.

New Yorg, November 30, 1843.

« My Dean Sir: I am very much pleased with your plan of a new edition of the Statutes of
the United States at large. It is excellent and most comprehensive, and will require time and
labour; and if your health, leisure, and perseverance will enable you to complete it, you will
confer a signal benefit on the nation, and a lasting honour to its legislative character. Such a
work is exceedingly wanted, and deserves the most liberal public patronage. The aid of
Judge Story, which you say is generously assured, will facilitate your labours, and add to the
editorial and national character of the work the highest sanction.”

xi



xil LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

Letier from the Hon, Jokn Nelson, Aitorney General of the United States.

« WasrINGTON, November 22, 1843.

« My Dear Sia: My absence will plead my apology for this delay in expressing to you my
cordial approbation of your plan for the publication of the Laws of the United States, I
have no suggestions to add to those farnished by Mr. Justice Story.

« Of the ¢mportance of the proposed work, all who have occasion to consult the public laws
must be aware ; of its necessity, those who are charged with the performance of public duties
are daily made conscious; and I regard it as matter of just congratulation, that it is to be
undertaken by one upon whose professional intelligence and enlarged experience the public
may so confidently rely.”

Letter from the Hon. Martin Van Buren.

¢ LinpeNwaLp, December 16, 1843.
« Dear Sir: I have, at your request, examined the plan of your proposed edition of the
Laws of the United States, and think it a very excellent one.
« Sincerely wishing you success in your undertaking, I am,” &ec.

Letter from the Hon. A, Ware, District Judge of Maine,

¢ PorTLAND, December 12, 1843,

« Dgar Sir: Tam glad to learn from you that you propose to publish a new edition of the
Statutes of the United States at large. It has now become difficult to obtain a complete copy
of all the laws passed from the commencement of the Government; and although Story’s edi-
tion of the laws, now in common use, is the most convenient for ordinary purposes, yet it is
sometimes necessary to recur to obsolete laws, not included in that edition. It is very im-
portant that the whole series of laws, from the commencement of the government, shall be
preserved in a permanent form. You propose to give a complete edition, with references to
the jurispradence of the courts, which will add much to its value. It is an enterprise well
worthy of the patronage of the public, and especially of the government.”

Letter from the Hon. Judge McLeon, Supreme Court United States.

¢ WASHINGTON, January 20, 1844.

«DeAR Sir: 1 have read your proposals to publish ¢the Statutes of the United States at
large’ with much interest. The arrangement, I think, is excellent, and the annexation of
notes at the foot of each page, showing the construction of the statutes by the federal courts,
will add much to the value of the work. This enterprise will be attended with great expense ;
but the great ability of the work, and an increasing demand for it, will, I trust, in a short time
roimburse your expenditures. 'The work, as you well remark, will be national, and I hope it
will receive, as it well deserves, the patronage of the legal profession and of the constituted
authorities of the country,”

Letler from the Hon, William Crawford, l?;;:!:;'ct Judge of the United States for the District o
ama.
« MogiLE, January 4, 1844,

#tDear Sir: I have examined your plan for the publication of ¢the Statutes of the United
States at large,’ and am satisfied that the plan is judicious, and that the work is much needed.
The chronological order in which the laws will be arranged, aud your foot and marginal notes,
will enable any person desirous to know what the law is at the present day readily to obtain
that information.

«The work, in my opinion, merits the patronage of the public; and, as it will be a highly
useful work, I cannot doubt that it will be liberally afforded.”

Letter from the Hon. Judge Sprague, Distriet Judge of Massackusetis.

¢« BosTow, December 4, 1843,
« My Dear Sir: I have examined your plan for an edition of the Statutes of the United
States at large, and it meets my cordial approbation,
« Such a work is very much needed, and must be of great utility to all who may have ocea=
sion to investigate the laws of the United States.”



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. xiii

Lelter from the Hon. Henry Clay.

¢ ASHLAND, December 4, 1843,

« My Dear Sir: I have received your favour, transmitting to me a programme of a com-
plete edition of the laws of the United States, which you propose.to collect and publish, and to
stereotype. I believe the wants of the community, of the courts, and of the bar, require such
a work ; and the plan of executing it which you propose can have no higher recommendation
than that which Judge Story has givenit. I would add my individual wish that your index
may be as full and perfect as that which is contained in the judge’s edition of the Statutes.”

Letter from the Hon. Jokn Kennedy, of the Supreme Court of Pennsylania.

¢ PRILADELPHIA, December 14, 1843.

« Dear Sir: Having looked over your prospectus of a publication of the Statutes of the
United States at large, I feel myself bound to say that the plan, as it strikes me, is admirably
well adapted to meet every reasonable wish that either individuals or the public could have on
the subject. I cannot but express my full and entire approbation of it; and permit me also to
add, that T have the most full and entire confidence that the execution of the work in your
hands will be at least equal to all that is promised. It is certainly a work of considerable
magnitude, and will be attended with a vast expense as well as labour on your part; and as
the advantage to be derived from it will be immensely important and valuable, I therefore hope
that you will not only be indemnified, but liberally rewarded by the patronage of a generous
public.”

Letter from the Hon. Thomas Sergeant, of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.
¢ PRILADELPHIA, December 7, 1843,

« DeAR S1r: The plan of publishing the Statutes of the United States, contained in the pro-
posals enclosed in your letter, I should think the best that can be suggested for such a work,
considering it in reference either to present use or permanent preservation; and I do not doubt
but that your well known professional talents and long experience in judicial publications will
ensure to it that accuracy in editing and excellence in printing which a work of this character
requires.”

Letter from the Hon. Molton C. Rogers, of the Supreme Court of Pennaylvania.

«Dear Sir: I am pleased 1o learn that you propose to publish an edition of the Laws of the
United States, on a plan which cannot fail to be useful. I have read your prospectus with
attention, and if carried out as you design, and of that I can entertain no doubt, it will meet the
patronage of the profession and of Congress, who will lend their efficient aid and countenance
to a work which will most materially contribute to a knowledge of the laws of the Union, so
indispensable to the citizens of the United States.”

Letier from the Hon, Samuel R. Belts, District Judge of the Eastern District of New York.
« New Yorx, December 5, 1843,

s S1r: I received your favour of the 30th ultimo, enclosing a prospectus of an edition of the
Laws of the United States, I sincerely hope the project may be carried into execution, and
that so important a work may secure you an adequate remuneration.

«1 think a reprint of the statutes in full decidedly to be preferred to any other mode of pub-
lication. Abridgments, or mere indexes, are convenient for hasty consultation, but the entire
act must be examined before its spirit or parts can be justly appreciated.

«The arrangement of the acts, with a view to present in connection those relating to the same
subjects, has advantages ; yet, in investigating a point, the apprehension that something has
been omitted will necessarily lead to searches through the entire series of legislation, notwith-
standing such juxtaposition of particular statutes, by a compiler or editor of the highest learning
and repatation.

«T am persuaded it is the safest and more satisfactory course to publish the laws in the order
of their passage. That is not unfrequently an essential element to their proper interpretation.
Until they are codified or remodelled by the legislature, I believe they can be furnished in no
form so useful as in the order of their enactment.”

b






